	[image: image6.jpg]




	
	THE CHAPTER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
and RIMS STUDENT SUPERSTAR

WINNING HOUSTON CHAPTER


	                          January 2012

	In This Edition:

· Chapter President’s Message

· RIMS Professional Development in Houston
· New TDI Commissioner

· Legislative Update

· National Membership Information
· Member Donation Opportunity
· Name Bade Classification
· Risk Cafe’ – Deputy Members Event
· Wine Down – Deputy Members Event
· Job Postings
· Monthly Meeting Location & Reminder
2012 Houston Chapter Board Members and Advisors
President & Legislation
Nikolas G. Kapatos
N_kapatos@yahoo.com
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The University of TX HSC-H

sondra.k.faul@uth.tmc.edu
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Chapter Liaison Director
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ldeleon@targesources.com
Job Placement Director
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AON Risk Solutions
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Upcoming RIMS Chapter Meetings:
February 15, 2012
March 21, 2012

Educational and Associations Websites:

American Institute for CPCU and Insurance Institute of America  www.aicpcu.org
Charter Property Casualty Underwriters Society  www.cpcusociety.org
Institutional Risk 

Management Institute

www.irmi.org
The National Alliance  www.scic.com
Construction Risk and

 Insurance Specialist 

 www.cris-ce.com
For further Educational Opportunities Forms or Information, please visit our local Chapter Website:
WWW.RIMS.ORG/HOUSTON
or

WWW.RIMS.ORG – Chapters
NOTICE:

Effective January 1, 2008, the RIMS Society changed their method of collecting Local Chapter Dues. In the past there were two deputies included with the membership, then a charge for each additional deputy added. Under the new structure they will begin collecting chapter dues on a per deputy member basis. The new structure for the Houston Chapter Dues is $55 per deputy member. The change will be reflected on the renewal invoice. The dues structure for associate membership has not changed.

Published by the Houston Chapter of the Risk & Insurance Management Society
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FROM THE DESK OF THE CHAPTER PRESIDENT…

Hello RIMS Houston!

As I begin my term as President of the RIMS Houston Chapter; my wishes go out to all our members for a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year. It is a privilege for me to serve you, and I am excited to share some of my goals with you for the upcoming year.

Our monthly chapter meetings will continue to be informative, with thought-provoking topics and engaging speakers. Members will have the opportunities to network with their peers and industry leaders; and new to this year deputy members will be able to attend a deputy member only meeting tentatively scheduled for early April, details to follow.

While our Chapter has enjoyed a healthy state, we will endeavor to improve our membership numbers and improve the visibility of the RIMS Houston Chapter in our community through our volunteer efforts, meetings, socials, newsletter, and website. There are opportunities to help volunteer at RIMS events and activities, please contact any of our Chapter Board Members if you would like to help.

I do know it takes teamwork to make it all happen. Our 2012 Board includes the following members:

President





Nick Kapatos

First Vice President
Program Director

John Lawson

Vice President

Treasurer


Michelle Wilkerson

Vice President

Secretary


Ella Andrews

Vice President

Asst. Secretary

Jo Anne Lancaster

Director

Chapter Liaison

Laura DeLeon

Director

Education


Tiffany Barnes

Associate Director
Asst. Education

Sharon Guillory

Director

Job Placement


Ginny Pinzell

Director

Legislation


Nick Kapatos

Director

Membership


Sondra Faul

Director

Public Relations / Newsletter
Cindi Vickers

Director

Past President


Stéphanie Gaffron

Advisor
                     Webmaster 


Andrew Glisson
Advisor

           Webmaster 


Scott Bushnell
On January 7 the Board met for a planning meeting to discuss all of our Chapter’s activities for the upcoming year. Our theme for 2012 is “Risk Managers Come Home to RIMS.” I invite all our members to commit to make it happen this year, whether this means attending one more meeting than usual, availing yourselves to professional development opportunities, or encouraging other Risk Managers that you know to become RIMS members. 

This is the year to help our RIMS Houston Chapter grow!

Upcoming RIMS Professional Development Workshops in Houston



Contractual Risk Transfer:              September 18-19

Techniques of Risk Management:  October 22-23

Register Now! www.RIMS.org/EducationWorkshops
New TDI Commissioner Appointed

Gov. Rick Perry announced he will appoint Eleanor Kitzman as State Commissioner of Insurance, effective August 15, 2011, for a term to expire Feb. 1, 2013. The Commissioner oversees the Texas Department of Insurance, which regulates the insurance industry and pro-vides information and assistance to insurance consumers.

Ms. Kitzman is the outgoing executive director of the South Carolina Budget and Control Board, and is past director of the South Carolina Department of Insurance. She is also a former clerk for the Texas Supreme Court, and a past associate at Akin, Gump, Strauss and Feld. She is a member of the State Bar of Texas and South Carolina Bar Association. Ms. Kitzman received a bachelor’s degree from the University of Houston and a law degree from South Texas College of Law.

Legislative Update
During the 82nd regular session of the Texas Legislature, the Department of Insurance (TDI) tracked 1,057 bills, and 195 of those passed and were sent to the Governor.
Please see the attached article for the Texas Department of Insurance which outlines the action undertaken in the regular session of the 82nd Texas Legislature.
Please remember to complete the speaker evaluation at each meeting and be placed in the drawing for the next meeting to win cash.
National Membership Information
Please be advised that with the economic conditions and the number of layoffs that has occurred, RIMS National announced Deputy memberships will not be automatically terminated for up to six months for those members that have been laid off.  Please notify the National Membership office if a layoff has occurred.
Member Opportunity to Donate

We appreciate door prize donations from each of our members!  Please contact any board member if you are interested in making a donation.
Name Badge Classification
Please be advised of badge color classification:
Green – Board Members
Blue – Deputy Members
Yellow – Associate Members
Light Purple – Committee Members and Volunteers
Please contact Cynthia Vickers (cynthia.vickers@elpaso.com) if you require changes to your badge.
Risk Café’- April 5, 2012
This round table discussion for Deputy Members will be sponsored by Ernest & Young.  Additional information will be provided to Deputy Members in the near future.  Save the date!!
Wine Down with RIMS & Gardere
February 23, 2012 – Wine Down with RIMS Colleagues & Gardere’s Policyholder Coverage Group at Masraff’s.

Gardere is sponsoring this Deputy Members event.
Future Dates:
May 3, 2012
July 19, 2012

November 8, 2012
Job Postings

National RIMS Postings – Texas:

Risk Analyst Contracts
Claims Consultant

Risk Manager

Senior Technology Underwriter

Houston Area – Local Chapter Postings:
Senior Worker’s Compensation Manager

Account Manager Marine and Energy

Risk Senior Specialist

Energy Account Executive
Saudi Aramco – Varied opportunities
Insurance Coordinator

Loss Control Manager

Assistant Director for Campus and Occupational Safety

Risk Analyst
Austin Area – Local Chapter Posting:
Claims Manager
Property Casualty Underwriter

Dallas Area – Local Chapter Posting:
Insurance Management Specialist
Monthly Meeting Location
The Briar Club

2603 Timmons Lane

Houston, Texas 77027

Telephone: (713) 622-3667
Every Third Wednesday unless otherwise announced
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

Reminder:  Please submit RSVP of attendance
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